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On the anniversary of the 2011 peaceful uprising in Syria, the Center for Civil Society and 
Democracy (CCSD) honors the sacrifices and efforts made by Syrians in their pursuit of 
peace, justice, and democracy. We renew our commitment and call for collaboration to 
create a prosperous and promising future for all Syrians through political solutions based 
on dialogue and mediation, and denounce violence, hate speech, and human rights 
violations. 

 

Through our 14 years of engagement and work with Syrian citizens and communities, 
CCSD presents six principles grounded in UN Security Council resolutions on Syria and 
international human rights conventions. We are calling on all actors to adopt these 
Principles for Syria’s Political Transition to build their future:   

 

1. Ending all hostilities in Syria and ensuring a well-trained inclusive civil police force 
to maintain security, stability, and serve all citizens across Syria. Additionally, an 
inclusive national army that represents all components of Syrian society is 
committed to non-interference in political affairs, protecting the country’s borders, 
and contributing to regional and international security and peace.  

 
2. Establishing a pluralistic, decentralized democratic system based on good 

governance, accountability, rule of law, separation of powers, and the separation 
of religion from the state. This governance system should ensure the freedom to 
form and operate political parties, enabling the participation in decision making 
of all Syrian society components through an effective technocratic transitional 
government, a constitution that guarantees rights and freedoms, the 
establishment of an inclusive parliament, safeguarding judicial independence and 
integrity, and conducting free and fair elections monitored by the international 
organizations. Women’s representation should be no less than 30% in all areas of 
governance.  

 
3. Protecting human rights and preventing future violations through a 

comprehensive process of national reconciliation and transitional justice that 
delivers justice fairly, holds perpetrators from all sides accountable, ends impunity, 
reforms institutions, compensates victims and their families—especially refugees, 
displaced persons, and detainees— and memorializes victims.  

 
4. Ensuring the freedom and independence of civil society organizations, unions, and 

media to strengthen their role in shaping public policies and monitoring state 
institutions. Dialogue and mediation should be adopted as the mechanism of 
resolving conflicts. The National Dialogue Conference should continue to achieve 
social cohesion and national unity, and ensure the inclusion of 30% women and of 
all ethnic, religious, and sectarian groups, political parties, civil society 
organizations, local governance institutions, and others.  
 

https://www.ccsd.ngo/
https://www.ccsd.ngo/


 

 

 
5. Recognizing the importance of civil society, women, youth, and people with 

disabilities in rebuilding the future. Ensuring coordinated efforts between 
humanitarian, development, and peacebuilding sectors is crucial for recovery, 
stability, and equitable development for every citizen and region in Syria, without 
marginalization or exclusion. Addressing the economic crisis requires policies that 
support local initiatives and communities, prioritizing local participation in 
identifying needs, implementing solutions, and evaluating outcomes.  
 

6. Ensuring women's rights based on international conventions and treaties and 
combating violence and discrimination against women, and developing a National 
Action Plan on Women, Youth, Peace, and Security in line with UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325, and 2250.  

 


